Rays of Sunshine Activity

By Roger Barker
Grades 3-6
In this activity students will learn that all living things on Earth get their energy from the sun.
Materials:

e Product cards

e Animal cards

e Plant cards

e Poster of the Sun

Procedure:

Post the Sun poster on a wall in the room. Divide the students into 3 groups (Products, Animals,
and Plants). Give each student one card that corresponds to their assigned category. Randomly
pick a student from the Products group who will stand in the middle of the room. The students

from the other groups must follow the energy back to the Sun.

For example: Let’s say the product is a fried eqgg. The student with the chicken card will
stand between the egg and the Sun. The student with the corn card will stand between
the chicken and the Sun.

The students that have made up the energy chain must explain to the class why they are there
and what their function is.

For example: The student with the corn might say “I am corn. | get my energy from the
sun using a process called photosynthesis”. The next student may say “l am a chicken. |
get my energy from the corn which gets its energy from the sun”.

This continues until all members of the chain have spoken. The teacher then selects another
product and the process is repeated.

Once everyone has had a turn, students should go to their group or partner and discuss how
the energy is transferred from the sun to an organism then to other organisms.

Suggested questions:

1. What do all of these have in common?
a. The Sun provides all energy

2. Can you trace the origin of an organism’s energy?
a. Yes, it will always be the Sun

3. Are there non-living things that use the Sun?
a. Yes, We can make electricity from the Sun.



Products






Pencil



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiM25SUyvPNAhVLfiYKHWRlD0MQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/pencil&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEtx38vL_WdS7VJmFO0bizklmXa1Q&ust=1468607160337962

Hamburger



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRoOuyyvPNAhWQdSYKHXCyCM8QjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamburger_button&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGaTTxnGvnCnphsW7vbPFQUNTsnwg&ust=1468607208845970

Desk



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZ68jWyvPNAhWFQCYKHTjSBAoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.roomandboard.com/catalog/office/desks&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNE2C1L8aBq2ZrvR3ToWz6XUrHZ7ig&ust=1468607265909322



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiltuj5yvPNAhUE3SYKHcvTDVYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.rustyzipper.com/shop.cfm?viewpartnum%3D163315&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHrSZOl4yRzUWGohTcSKiAHPzec_w&ust=1468607367591580

Gasoline

']

GASOLINE



Electricity



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYn5mPzPPNAhXLZiYKHZMpCtwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/electricity-cliparts/&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNG_l_0vdCvUm2Voi_1WG9OlLz8WJg&ust=1468607638213948

Shirt



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjhxvKtzPPNAhVC4SYKHQA6ClIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/blank-t-shirt-cliparts/&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHAw9AFN03UN19hETpGMJsC7B3h0A&ust=1468607739704298



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwissYvKzPPNAhUILyYKHbMpBksQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/lion-clip-art-black-and-white&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHv5nyZviS3nQMIhcJvraxUJ2wUiQ&ust=1468607800270025

Fish Sticks



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjdpI_szPPNAhVB6SYKHYewBjUQjRwIBw&url=http://nick-fishsticks.blogspot.com/&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNH8P3u-5orL9uNArxt8ZCl4JgS2lg&ust=1468607855058544

Animals





http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwit44LezfPNAhUD4yYKHZaGBQ4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/fishing-clipart-black-and-white&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGtHn1-_i8XhF0B1iLelAU0EVqSWQ&ust=1468608098233866

Gazelle



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjssfyBzvPNAhWLZiYKHSDRAnUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/impala-clipart&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNE-epmk4NpOTP4GgyENc3faSw7qMg&ust=1468608161421097

Cotton



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwisio_A0PPNAhXI6SYKHZ8iDRwQjRwIBw&url=http://naturalsociety.com/burkina-faso-refuses-bt-cotton-ruin-biotech-africa-63019/&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFAG5OV1i5xmpjVzQZBo-ghtfvqPA&ust=1468608851714419

Photovoltaic Cell



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-h-G20fPNAhXJLyYKHRdeBb4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.zampsolar.com/rv-solar-kits/portable-rv-solar/&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEi8e-YUITp_eq0XsRORnCEjoDbAQ&ust=1468609094924308



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjRopXX0fPNAhWCYiYKHUagA84QjRwIBw&url=http://www.fotosearch.com/ARP124/rr_sw_gusher_c/&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHjJjNkPwSMKWie6fkFNRKxSiRTTw&ust=1468609168542590



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiqycKZ0vPNAhWKSiYKHZtJAzoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/cow-clip-art-free-cartoon&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGjjwrNVE22E3RrrtQMhhisXNoLaA&ust=1468609290048563

Carpenter



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4uKmw0vPNAhUJMyYKHWrSDzMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.123rf.com/clipart-vector/woodwork.html&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGtaOAn-G_1LFri0wLLJpS8XSe1cw&ust=1468609364892217



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiqycKZ0vPNAhWKSiYKHZtJAzoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/cow-clip-art-free-cartoon&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGjjwrNVE22E3RrrtQMhhisXNoLaA&ust=1468609290048563



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiV363Y0vPNAhXESiYKHbSwBTsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/black-and-white-tree-outline&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFdRfkDWvPamTzELyNr1mu87ECQuw&ust=1468609446875728

Chicken



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwihzaju0vPNAhUF6yYKHbXTBcAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-11840.html&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEjctXJWbZ38eDdIyUpV75X6B7wFQ&ust=1468609498293303

Plant





http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi1z9mQ0_PNAhUM4iYKHUuFCewQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/chicken-egg-clipart-black-and-white&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFRvVVGRIq70YN5WEr3BH5yAOXHBw&ust=1468609559346335

GGrass

AN/



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp-_Cv0_PNAhVCRiYKHU9mBesQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/prairie-or-field-or-wheat-or-grass&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFvoXQR2k_XQUpr2eLFrOQZCwP9bg&ust=1468609615107098



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiV363Y0vPNAhXESiYKHbSwBTsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/black-and-white-tree-outline&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFdRfkDWvPamTzELyNr1mu87ECQuw&ust=1468609446875728

GGrass

AN/



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp-_Cv0_PNAhVCRiYKHU9mBesQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/prairie-or-field-or-wheat-or-grass&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFvoXQR2k_XQUpr2eLFrOQZCwP9bg&ust=1468609615107098

Dead Prehistoric
Plants and Animals

'.' N ’ ‘ -‘ \%

o v'r
il

PR

gl &3S



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJ0_710_PNAhXK6yYKHcH2D9MQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cabinetmagazine.org/issues/16/dery.php&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNE8kyxVZgSQL44tHHOi2IJ1DsyptA&ust=1468609754995348

GGrass

AN/



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp-_Cv0_PNAhVCRiYKHU9mBesQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/prairie-or-field-or-wheat-or-grass&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFvoXQR2k_XQUpr2eLFrOQZCwP9bg&ust=1468609615107098

Phytoplankton



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwji0sTU1PPNAhUB5CYKHajdDK0QjRwIBw&url=http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-search/all-phrase/phytoplankton/&bvm=bv.127178174,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFKoru6s4DW0aRRa68W-9ELpzQyTA&ust=1468609908546792

